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From the State Executive Director
Farm Service Agency employees, including me, have been busy
over the last month.
I want to thank two of our employees who selflessly gave of their
time and expertise to provide support to Puerto Rico following
Hurricane Maria. Kris DeMoss, Program Technician, in Otero
County and Andrea Nock, Program Technician, in Adams County,
traveled to Puerto Rico to assist with disaster and emergency
program delivery to producers affected by the hurricane.
Over the last few weeks, as I’ve traveled the state, I’ve had the
chance to meet with newly elected county committee members
during County Committee orientations. As we approach the 2018
county committee nomination period I hope that you will consider
running for your local committee. County committee members are
a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA. They help
deliver programs at the local level and work to make FSA programs
serve the needs of local producers.
During National Ag Week in March, I attended Ag Day at the
Capitol and was honored to represent our producers and
FSA. Agriculture is a centerpiece of this great state, and I am

To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/co
Reasonable
Accommodations: People with
disabilities who require
accommodations to
participate in FSA programs
should contact the County
Executive Director in the FSA
Office in your area or Federal
Relay Service at 1-800-8778339. Alternatively, you may
also contact Colorado FSA
Civil Rights Coordinator Jenny
Peterson at 720-544-2895 or
jenny.peterson@co.usda.gov.

thankful to be part of such a great organization. Thanks again to the
farmers and ranchers who work around the clock every single day
to provide food, fiber and fuel.

Still Time to be Counted in the 2017
Census of Agriculture
Farmers and ranchers still have time to be counted in the 2017
Census of Agriculture, according to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture's (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service
(NASS). Although the first deadline has just passed, NASS will
continue to accept Census information through the spring to get a
complete and accurate picture of American agriculture that
represents all farmers and ranchers.
Federal law mandates that everyone who received the 2017
Census of Agriculture questionnaire complete it and return it even if
not currently farming. NASS will continue to follow-up with
producers through the spring with mailings, phone calls, and
personal visits. To avoid these additional contacts, farmers and
ranchers are encouraged to complete their Census either online at
www.agcounts.usda.gov or by mail as soon as possible.
Responding online saves time by skipping sections that do not
apply and automatically calculating totals. The online questionnaire
is accessible on desktops, laptops, and mobile devices.
For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture,
visit www.agcensus.usda.gov. For questions or assistance filling
out the Census, call toll-free (888) 424-7828.

Livestock Inventory Records
Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary
in the event of a natural disaster.
When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.
To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must
submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock
is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and
receipts.
Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:



Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.
For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site
preparation or ground disturbance.
Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.
Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved

Farm Storage Facility Loans
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.
The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.
Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.
Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.
To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Supervised Credit
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our
goal to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help
borrowers through training and credit counseling.
The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the
success of the farming operation, but FSA’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools
necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and
ranchers.
USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.
Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.
The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.
To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the
operation.
For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

Acreage Reporting
Filing an accurate crop and acreage report at your local FSA office can prevent the loss of benefits
for a variety of programs. Failed acreage is acreage that was timely planted with the intent to
harvest, but because of disaster related conditions, the crop failed before it could be brought to
harvest.
Prevented planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date. Annual
acreage reports are required for most Farm Service Agency programs. Annual crop report deadlines
vary based on region, crop, perennial vs. annual crop type, NAP or non-NAP crop and fall or winter
seeding. Consult your local FSA office for deadlines in your area.
To be eligible for the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program or
a Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) or Loan Deficiency Payment (LDP), producers must submit an
acreage report to account for all cropland on all farms.

Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Management Agency
(RMA) to Prevent Fraud, Waste, and Abuse
FSA supports the RMA in the prevention of fraud, waste and abuse of the Federal Crop Insurance
Program. FSA has been, and will continue to, assist RMA and insurance providers by monitoring
crop conditions throughout the growing season. FSA will continue to refer all suspected cases of
fraud, waste and abuse directly to RMA. Producers can report suspected cases to the county office
staff, the RMA office or the Office of the Inspector General.

Keeping Track of FSA Programs Dates and Deadlines
Now through August 1, 2018: 2018 Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) & Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) annual signup period
March 15 through July 15th: CRP Primary Nesting Season (PNS)
May 31: Final availability date for Loans and LDPs for 2017 Corn, Dry Peas, Grain Sorghum,
Lentils, Mustard Seed, Rice, Safflower Seed, Chickpeas, Soybeans, Sunflower Seed
June 15: Final Acreage Reporting Date for Onions

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

