ORDINANEE NO. 283

ORDINANCE REGULATING THE WEIGHT OF TRUCKS
USING COUNTY ROADS AND ESTABLISHING A
PERMIT SYSTEM FOR OVERWEIGHT TRUCKS

WHEREAS, truek traffic in Montezuma County has in-

creased substantially due to increased business, mining, and
oil field actiwvity, and

WHEREAS, Ceounty roads often offer the most direct reute
for truck traffie, and :

WHEREAS, the Federsl and State govetnments have in-
creased maximum vehicle weights, and

WHEREAS, said increased weights, together with in-
creased traffic, exceed design limitations of many County
roads and the bridges thereon and zre causing damage to
same, and

WHEREAS, said road damage represents a significant
impact upon the taxpayers of Lhis County, and

WHEREAS, much of said truck traffic couwld reach its
destinations by using state or Federal highwavs, whieh are
designed tec bear the same, and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners, while
desiring to limit the weight of trucks vpon County roads,
recognizes the need for a permit system to allow overweight
trucks to reach points accessible only by County roads, and

WHEREAS, Section 42-4-410, C.R.5., 1973, as amended,
give the Board of County Commissioners the power, to prohibit
operation of trucks on designated highways or to impose
limitations as to the weight therecf, and

WHEREAS, Section 42-4-411, C.R.5., 1973, as amended,
mzkes any person or truck cwner lisabie for damage to high-
ways caused by the operation of said truck thereon,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF MONTEZUMA . '

Seetion 1. Citations: This Ordinance may be cited as rhe
MONTEZUMA TOUNTY TRUCR WEIGHT LIMITS ORDINANCE.

Section 2. Definitions: ¥For rhe purpose of this Ordinapce,
certain terms and word§ are defined as follows:

2.1 Truck: Any motor vehicle bearing truck, gréss ton
mile, metro, special mobile equipment, apportioned,
and/or transporter license vrlates, or the out-of-state
equivalent thereof, including, but nor limitec tao,
trucks, truek tractors, and, when towed by a truck or
truck tractor, trailers or seml-trailers, or any com-
bination thereof, cranes, and drilling rigs. Motor
vehicles licensed as farn trucks, farm truck tractors,
o recreational trucks, or the out-pf-state equivalent
thereof, are not included within this definition.

2.2 Empty weight: The welght gshown upon the motor vehicle
registration card. If said motor vehicle regiskration
card does naot show the vehiole welght:, “"émpty weight"
shall be defined as the weight of the vehicle includ-
ing all aceessovias, permanently mounted equipment,
oil, fuel, and water, but excluding passengers and
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payload.
2.3 Gross vehicle weight: Actual weight including payload.
2.4 Grass vehicle weight rating: Maximum allowable vehicle

weight displayed pursuant o Public Utilities Commission
permit.
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County roads: All public highways in the uninceorpora-
ted areas of Montezuma County as shown on the offieial
map of the County primary and secondary road systen,

as prepared pursuant te Section 43-2-110, C.R.5., 1973,2s
County road numbers and letters used. in any resclution
adopted pursuant to this Ordinance shall refer to the
numbers assipned by said map.

Section 3. Mawimum Weights for Countv Beads to be Ser by
Resolution:

3.1 The Board of County Commissioners may set weight limicg
for any County road by résolutien duly adopted. Such
resolution may specify said weipght limits by empty
welght, gross vehicle weight, or gross vehicle weight
rating and may specify different weight limits hased
upon number of axles or vehicle configuration.

3.2 Upon adoption of weipght Limits by resolution pursuant
te this Ordinance, the Road and Bridge Department
shall post rthe road(s) subject to such limits with
traffic control devices in conformity with the state
manual and specifications issued pursuant to §42-4-501,
TiR.5., 1973, as amended.

3.3 The County Road Supervisor is heraby aurhorized to
establish temporary weight limits and ta order the
posting of same in compliance with subsecrion 3.2 here-
of . Such weight limits shall be in effect only until
the next regular meeting of the Board of County Com-
wissioners, at which time such weight limits shall be
adopted by resolution pursuant to subsection 3.1 hereofl
or shall be rescinded.

Section 4. Unlawful to Operate Trucks Exceeding Weight
Limitsg:

4.1 It shall be unlawful to operate any truck exceeding a
weilght limit adepted pursuant to this Crdinance over
any Lounty road subject to such weight limit, unless
the owner or operator thereof shall have first ob-
tained a permit for such overweight operabion pursu-~
ant to Section 5 hereof.

Section 5. Permits for Operation of Trucks Exceeding Weichr
Limitatidng:

3.1 The owner or onerator of a truck exceeding the weight
limits adopted pursuant to Section 3 hereof may make
application te the Road Supervisor or his designee for
a permit £o operate said truek upon a County road or
roads. Said permits shall be of the following types:

Single Trip
Annual

3.2 TFees for permits shall be as follows:

5.2-1 Single trip: Trucks wich gross vehicls weights
in excess of che limits of §42-4-407, C.R.S.,
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3.3

il meended

1973 " shall be charged a permit fee of §20.00
plus 85.00 per ton of weight in excess of the
limits set in §42-4~407, C.R.S. 1973, as smendad,

5.2-2 03l drilling rigs are considered unusual loads
and are required ro have a special transport
ermit. The fee shall be a one time charge of
3750.00 per drilling sire for all umits.

5.2-3 Avmual: One Hundred Fifty dollars per vehicle.
fonual permits shall be vdlid for an unlimited
number of trips on the roads specified therein
during the vear for which issued,

5.2-4 Vebicles with a gross vehlcle weight in excess
of the limits set in §42-4-407, C.R.S., 1973 ,as amended,
shall be eligible only for single trip permits.

Before igssuing sald permit, the County Road Supervisor
or his designee shall review said permit applicavien,
If the Road Supervisor or his designee determines that
there exists an alternate route over Federal, state or
county highways or roads, or any combinatbion thereof,
which route is not subject to the weight limitations
adopted pursuant te this Ordinance, or which would
allow the truck to travel to ity déstination without
viglating the limits set pursuant to Section 3 hereof,
the permit shzll be denied, unless said dltérdate route
is more than 100% longer than the route for ‘which cthe
permit is sought.

The Boad Supervisor or his designee shall refuse to
issue said pevmit if the road(s} for which the permit
is sought have bridges or other structures with ratings
less than that of the wehicle for which the permit is
sought. The Road Supervisor or his designee may

refuse to issue the permit if, in his judgment, such
movement would cause a substantial traffiec hazard or
would destroy or substantially damage the read or any
structures thereon.

Where vehicle weights ere within 5,000 lbs. of posted
load limits of bridges, the transpert shall reduce
spead to 10 wiles per hour for bridge crossing.

Maximum speed limits for special permit transports
shall be 35 miles per hour except where road condi-
tions may require lower gpeed limits. Such limits
are to be set by the Road Supervisor's office.

The permit shall be subject to such other restricrions
as may, in the judgment of the Road Supervisor or his
designee, be necessary for the pressrvation of the
public safety and to aveid damage to County roads.

Any permit lssued pursuant to this Section shall show
tha County roads, or portions thereof, and the time
period for which it is valid. The permit shall also
idenuify the owner and the trvuck with reasonahle
pavticularity.

Permirs issued pursuant to this Section are valid coniy
for owner and vruek for which issued and are not trans-
ferable.

It ghall Be unlawful to eperate a truck on roads for
which a permit is required unless said permit is in




the possession of the operator therecf.

5.11 It shall be unlawful to operate a truck fur which a
permit has been issued purseant to this Ordinance
over roads not designated in said permit,

3.12 By applying for and receiving a permit pursuant to
this Section, the owner of such truck understands that
he is legally liabie for road damage causaed by opera-
tion of said truck and agrees to bear the cost of sama.

Section 6. Exemptions: This Ordinance shall not apply to
the following types of motor wvehicles:

6.1 Trucks or truck tractor licensed as farm trucks,

6.2 Uotor homes, pickup trucks cerrying ouly a camper body,
and other self-propelled recreational vehicles in-
tended for human occupancy.

6.3 Camper trailers and trailer coaches.

Section 7. Vielations and Penalties:

7.1 Violatioun of any provision of this Ordipance shall be
punishable by a fine of not lesgs than $100.00 or more
than $300.00.

7.2 Whenever the driver of any bruck in violation of a
provision of this Ordinance is mnot the owner thereof
but is operating such truck with the express or implied
consenk of the owner thereof, then szid owner shall
zlso be deemed te be in violation of this Orxdinance.

7.3 A summons and complaint issued for any wvivlation of,
this Ordinance shall contain a penalty assessment no-
tice pursuant to Section 16-2-20L, C,R.5., 1973, as the
game may from time to time be amended, requiring the
defendant to appear at the place, time and daté speci-
fied or, in lieu thereof, to pay the specified fine in
person or by wail at the place and within the time
specified In the notice. Payment of the specified
fine shall constitute acknowledgmert of guilt of the
cifénse charged.

Section 8. Severability:

1f any provision of this Ordinance shall he held void
or unconstitutional by a Court of competent jurisdic-
tion, such provision shall be deemed severable, and
invalidicy thereof shall not affect the remaining pro-
vizions of this Oxdinance,

Section 9. Effective Date:

The Board of County Commissioners hereby finds that
heavy truck traffic is causing damige to County roads
on a dally basis. The Board 6f County Commissiopers
further finds that this Ordinance 1g necessary for the
immediate preservaticn of the public health and safety
and declares that this Ordinance shall take effect ime-
mediately upon its adoption,
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Introduced for first veading at Cortez, Colorado this 14th day

of March, 198%.
fﬁgj&m/ i Z

Floyd M. Way, Chairwar
Board of Commimsfone
Houteruma County, Colavada

,}:]/;,,//1, N ';‘L’):V/sat
Mary Abn Sandere,
Deputy Clerk to the Board




