
Noxious Weeds Impact
on Montezuma County
Economy

By Bonnie Loving

In Montezuma County (MC)
there are 36 known species
of designated noxious
weeds.

The data we have for you today only includes
Montezuma County Noxious Weed Department
(MCNWD) inventory data for Canada thistle, Dalmatian
toadflax, downy brome, hoary cress, musk thistle, Russian
knapweed, Russian olive, saltcedar, and jointed
goatgrass.

How much money is MC losing from decreased
crop yield and crop quality?
$3,710,189.16
Data Sources: Multiple Sources that can be found on original Economic
Assessment Document



Possible Economic Impact on Hunting?
$97,206.47
Data sources: Parks and Wildlife Data;
CSU Livestock and Range App

What is the economic value of water savings
by removing Russian olive and saltcedar?

$1,163,651.46

Economic Impacts of Noxious weeds on Rangeland?
$131,447.68

Data sources: CSU Livestock and Range App

 

How much water actually salvageable after removing trees?
 

It depends on site ecology, hydrology, and the species of replacement
vegetation.  It is complex, and no study will ever be able to come up with an

accurate number because the variables change drastically.  For this assessment
we will be using an estimate of 20% of the water being salvageable.

 

 11,544 X 20% = 2,308 acre feet
One share of water gives 3-4 acre feet of water per year,

depending on the year.



Disclaimer
 

Bonnie Loving is not an economist, however she felt it was important an
economic assessment was done in Montezuma County to show the impacts

of noxious weeds.  There are many variables that can still be taken into
account.    

These are all reserved numbers based off MCNWD inventory data, USDA
Land Type, CSU, Parks and Wildlife, along with dozens of studies.  A full report
of this assessment, including sources and the steps taken to calculate these

numbers, can be found at: www.montezumacounty.org/noxious-weed-
program.

Variables that have not been analyzed by Bonnie are impacts on recreation,
wildlife, aesthetics, land value, infrastructure (road, irrigation canal, waterway

damage, etc...), and species that can increase frequency and intensity of
wildland fires.

https://montezumacounty.org/noxious-weed-program/



