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1.0 Introduction 

 
Schools and health departments share a common goal – to provide a safe and healthy 
environment for students and teachers. Partnering with your health department to identify 
potential health and safety hazards in your school is critical to ensuring a safe and healthy 
environment for all students and staff.  
 
A number of potential health and safety hazards may exist in a school, from unchecked chemical 
inventories and unsafe power tools to high radon levels and infectious disease transmission. 
Considerable concern exists with mismanaged chemicals in schools which have caused serious 
injuries to students and faculty in many states, including Colorado. The National Safety Council 
estimates that 5000 safety-related accidents occur in American schools each year, and at least 
10% are related to science classrooms. Students are also at greater risk of developing health 
problems from exposure to harmful chemicals. Children’s developing organ systems are highly 
sensitive. Children exposed to toxic substances in the environment are more susceptible than 
adults because their body systems are still developing, and they eat more, drink more, and 
breathe more in proportion to their body size than adults.  
 
Infectious diseases caused by organisms such as bacteria, viruses and parasites are a common 
occurrence in schools. Schools and their surrounding communities may be confronted with 
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significant challenges when faced with an infectious disease outbreak due to high student 
absenteeism and parents seeking alternative child care for sick children during the work week. 
Additionally, children with weakened immune systems and children younger than five years of 
age are considered highly susceptible to infectious diseases. This means they are more likely to 
become ill and more likely to experience more severe symptoms and health problems when ill. 

A school’s awareness of potential health and safety hazards and access to resources to help 
control them is critical to ensuring a safe and healthy environment for all students and staff. 
There are many effective methods available to help control hazards from installing adequate 
ventilation in science laboratories to ensuring students are practicing good handwashing 
practices. This document is intended to be used by schools as a quick reference guide to provide 
information about the Colorado school regulations. It includes guidance on how to meet the 
minimum requirements and how to provide effective oversight to mitigate hazards. 

This document contains information to help you learn more about: 
 

1. The Rules and Regulations Governing Schools in the State of Colorado, 6 CCR 1010-6 
(collectively known as the Colorado school regulations). Assessing your compliance with the 
regulations. 

2. Important documents and forms required to be in compliance with the regulations. 
 

2.0 Overview of the Colorado School Regulations 

 
The Division of Environmental Health and Sustainability (DEHS) and our local health department 
partners performs oversight of 6 CCR 1010-6, Rules and Regulations Governing Schools in the 
State of Colorado (collectively known as the Colorado school regulations). The Colorado school 
regulations are included as Attachment 1 of this document. Please review the Colorado school 
regulations in their entirety. The Colorado school regulations apply to all schools, public and 
private, kindergarten through grade twelve in Colorado and provide the minimum sanitation 
requirements for the operation and maintenance of schools as well as the minimum standards 
for exposure to toxic materials and environmental conditions in order to safeguard the health of 
school occupants and the general public. If your school has a preschool program or other 
licensed child care programs they are subject to 6 CCR 1010-7, Rules and Regulations Governing 
the Health and Sanitation of Child Care Facilities in the State of Colorado. 

Schools in Colorado are inspected by DEHS and in some cases by our local public health partners. 
School self-certification forms assessing compliance with Colorado school regulations are also 
used on a limited basis. Disease outbreak investigations are conducted by DEHS and Local Public 
Health Agencies in order to help control and eliminate sources of communicable illness affecting 
school occupants.    

 
3.0 Assessing Compliance with the Colorado School Regulations 

 
This section can be used as a self-assessment and provides a series of questions to help you assess your 
school’s level of compliance with the Colorado school regulations. Answering yes to a question 
indicates that you are in compliance with the regulations while answering no indicates that you are 
currently out of compliance. But don’t worry, this document is designed to help you gain compliance 
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in all areas of the assessment. You’ll find a description of the regulation section related to each 
question as well as information and available resources to achieve compliance after each question. 
Some questions may not apply to all schools.   
 
The following compliance assessment questions are organized by individual areas of the school such 
the medical office or science laboratories. Communication with different staff members will be 
necessary to ensure each question is answered accurately.  
 

A.   Drinking Water System 
 

1. Before we start, let’s determine the type of drinking water supplied to the school. 6 CCR 1010-
6, section 6.7.1(A) 

 
Verify if the school’s drinking water comes from a public or non-public water system: 

 
A. Public water system: services at least 15 service connections or at least 25 

individuals at least 60 days per year. If you are on a public water system, please 
skip to section 3.3, Pest Control. 

B. Non-public water system: any water system that does not meet the definition of a 
public water system. Schools that operate their own non-public water system must 
provide treatment on a continuous basis and routinely monitor water for disinfectant 
levels and bacteria. If you are on a non-public water system, please answer all 
questions in section 3.2, Non-Public Drinking Water Systems. 
 

Please note: this question is designed to help you determine the type of drinking water 
supplied to your school. If the water for the building is supplied from a public water 
system, skip section C, Pest Control. 

 
B.   Non-Public Drinking Water Systems 

 
1.  Does your drinking water contain free chlorine ranging from a trace amount to 

4mg/L at every fixture? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.1(A)(1) 
 

Having a safe water supply is fundamental to public health. Adequate, uncontaminated, safe 
drinking water for the needs of the school shall be provided in the building housing the 
establishment and shall be from a source constructed, maintained, and operated according 
to the Colorado Primary Drinking Water Regulations, 5 CCR 1002-11. 
 
Schools that are considered non-public water systems must treat their water on a 
continuous basis. These schools must have an N, N diethyl-p-phenylene diamine (DPD) 
colorimetric drinking water test kit capable of testing free chlorine at an accuracy of 0.1 
milligrams per liter (mg/L). The test kit shall be used to verify a chlorine residual of a 
trace amount to 4 mg/L periodically. A minimum of .2 mg/L and no more than 1.2 mg/L is 
recommended. 

 
2.  Do you conduct quarterly bacteriological sampling? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 

6.7.1(A)(1)(b), 6.7.1(A)(1)(e) 
 



6  

 

Schools that are not on a public water system must test their water for bacteria every quarter. 
 
3. Do you retain your records of quarterly bacteriological samples for the previous 12 

months? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.1(A)(1)(b), 6.7.1(A)(1)(e) 
 

The previous 12 months of bacteriological sample records must be maintained on file at the 
school. Reports can be a paper or electronic copy as long as it is maintained onsite and 
available for review. 

  
C.  Pest Control 

 
1. Do you use strategies, such as securing points of entry, removing harborage areas, 

securing food and waste, etc., for long term control of pests where pesticides are 
used as a last resort? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.4(A) 

 
Schools must manage pests using the most cost-effective means with the least possible 
hazard to people, property, and the environment. It is recommended that schools use an 
integrated pest management program. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provides 
resources and training on integrated pest management. https://www.epa.gov/managing-
pests-schools 
 

D.  Classroom Animals 
 

1.  Are reptiles, amphibians, and live poultry excluded from kindergarten classrooms? 
6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.4(C) 

 
Live poultry, reptiles, and amphibians are carriers of salmonella and are prohibited as pets in 
classrooms with children kindergarten age or younger. Children five years old and younger 
are considered a highly susceptible population. This means that the consequences of 
illnesses, such as salmonella, tend to be much more severe than that of healthy older 
children and adults. The animals shed the salmonella bacteria and it can be found 
throughout the environment. Many outbreaks have occurred where people did not handle the 
animals. Because infections from these animals spread via fecal-oral transmission, use of 
these animals in other classrooms where children engage in frequent hand to mouth 
behaviors is discouraged. More information on salmonella and the risks associated with live 
poultry, reptiles, and amphibians can be found at 
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/diseases/salmonella.html. 
 

E.   Embryology Units 
 

1. Please select an option below that best describes classroom participation in embryology 
units: 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.4(C)(1) 

 
Option A. Classroom(s) participate in embryology units where chicken eggs are hatched in the 
classroom. If there are classroom(s) that participate in embryology units where chicken eggs are 
hatched, please answer all questions in section 3.5, Embryology Units. 
Option B. Classrooms do not participate in embryology units where chicken eggs are hatched in the 
classroom. If there are not classroom(s) that participate in embryology units where chicken eggs are 
hatched, please skip to section 3.6, Live Poultry. 

https://www.epa.gov/managing-pests-schools
https://www.epa.gov/managing-pests-schools
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/diseases/salmonella.html
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Embryology units can be a great learning tool for children but can create a major health risk if not 
implemented with caution. Children in kindergarten may not handle eggs, live birds, or their 
enclosures. 
 
Schools that participate in embryology units or that raise live poultry on-site must contact their local 
public department immediately if there are two or more gastrointestinal illnesses identified, within a 
similar timeframe, in children or staff who have contact with the eggs, incubators, brooding boxes, 
live poultry, or chicken coops. 
 
Please note: this question is informational only and does not indicate compliance. Schools not 
participating in embryology units where chicken eggs are hatched in the classroom can skip to 
Section 3.6. 
 
2. Are eggs and chicks contained in incubators and brooding boxes at all times? 
      6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.4(C)(1)(a) 
 
Salmonella and other pathogenic bacteria can be found on the eggs and the chicks can shed the 
bacteria. Chicks under stress will shed higher numbers of bacteria. Because of this it is important to 
keep eggs in incubators and the chicks in the brooding boxes. 
 
3. Are incubators and brooding boxes constructed of easily cleanable materials and placed in   

an area without carpet? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.4(C)(1)(b) 
 
It is difficult to clean and disinfect carpet and other surfaces that are absorbent or not smooth. 
Having surfaces that are non-absorbent, smooth and in good repair will allow for easy cleaning and 
disinfecting. 
 
4.  Is the area disinfected daily with an approved disinfectant with a contact time of 5 minutes or 

less? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.4(C)(1)(c) 
 
Because of salmonella and other pathogenic bacteria from chicks and eggs it is critical to disinfect 
the area of the incubator and brooding box at least daily. The disinfectant used shall be registered 
with the Environmental Protection Agency and designated to be used on surfaces contaminated with 
high hazard body fluids (blood, urine, feces etc.). The contact time of the disinfectant must be five 
minutes or less and the disinfectant must be used according to the instructions on the label. 
 
5.  Are only children first grade and older permitted to handle the eggs, live birds, or their 

enclosures? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.4(C)(1)(e) 
 
Children younger than five years of age are considered highly susceptible to infectious diseases 
carried by animals such as chickens, reptiles, and amphibians. This means that they are more likely 
to get sick when exposed to bacteria and the consequences of illnesses, such as salmonella, tend to 
be much more severe than in healthy older children and adults. Young children also exhibit more 
hand to mouth behaviors and may not do as good of a job washing their hands. Therefore, it is 
critical to prevent these young children from handling these types of animals and birds, their eggs 
and enclosures that may be contaminated with harmful bacteria. 
 
6.  Are children and staff in classrooms with embryology units washing their hands with soap and 

water before meals and snacks? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.4(C)(1)(g) 
 
All children are required to wash their hands prior to eating and it is especially important for 
children and staff in classrooms with embryology units. When harmful bacteria from chicks and eggs 
are ingested it can make people sick. The bacteria can be transmitted to hands through direct and 
indirect contact with eggs, animals, and their enclosures. Additional supervision should be given 
around embryology units to assure that proper handwashing occurs. 
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7.  Are children and staff prohibited to eat in the classroom where embryology units occur even 

during times of inclement weather? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.4(C)(1)(i) 
 
Children and staff should never eat in classrooms used for an embryology unit because harmful 
bacteria from birds, animals and their enclosures can be found on surfaces in the environment such 
as tables. When people ingest these bacteria they can become ill. Therefore, no one should eat in 
these classrooms. Meals and snacks should be eaten in the school cafeteria or another location where 
animals are not present. 
 

F.  Live Poultry 
 
1.  Please select an option below that best describes the presence of live chickens on the school 

premises: 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.4(C)(2) 
 
Option A. Live chickens are present on the school premises. If live chickens are present on the school 
premises, please answer all questions in section 3.6, Live Poultry.  
Option B. Live chickens are not present on the school premises. If live chickens are not present on 
the school premises, please skip to section 3.7, Hygiene. 
 
Chickens can be a great learning tool for children but because of the risk of illness it is important to 
use caution with these animals. Kindergarten age children and younger may not handle poultry, eggs, 
or have direct contact with chicken coops. 
 
Schools that participate in embryology units or that raise live poultry on-site must contact their local 
public department immediately if there are two or more gastrointestinal illnesses identified, within a 
similar timeframe, in children or staff who have contact with the eggs, incubators, brooding boxes, 
live poultry, or chicken coops. 
 
Please note: this question is informational only and does not indicate compliance. If live chickens 
are not raised on the school grounds skip to Section 3.7. 
 
2.  Are chickens contained in a coop? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.4(C)(2)(a) 
 
Chickens must be contained in a coop for the protection of all children and adults that use the 
outdoor area. 
 
3.  Is handling of the eggs, live birds, or their enclosures restricted to children first grade and 

older? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.4(C)(2)(c) 
 
Children younger than five years of age are considered highly susceptible to infectious diseases 
carried by animals such as chickens, reptiles and amphibians. This means that they are more likely to 
get sick when exposed to bacteria and the consequences of illnesses, such as salmonella, tend to be 
much more severe than in healthy older children and adults. Young children also exhibit more hand 
to mouth behaviors and may not do as good of a job washing their hands. Therefore, it is critical to 
prevent these young children from handling these type of animals and birds, their eggs and 
enclosures that may be contaminated with harmful bacteria. 
 
4.  Is an alcohol based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol provided at the entrances and 

exits of the coop? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.4(C)(2)(d), 6.7.4(C)(2)(f) 
 
Studies have shown that hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol is the most effective against 
harmful bacteria. More information on the use of hand sanitizer can be found at 
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/show-me-the-science-hand-sanitizer.html. 

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/show-me-the-science-hand-sanitizer.html
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5.  Are signs posted at the entrances and exits of the coop instructing children and staff to  use 

the hand sanitizer and wash their hands after contact with the birds and their enclosures? 6 
CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.4(C)(2)(d), 6.7.4(C)(2)(f) 

 
Signage must be highly visible and clearly state that hand sanitizer must be used immediately 
following contact with the chickens or the coop and that hands must be washed immediately upon 
returning to the building. 
 
6.  Do adults and children use hand sanitizer after contact with the coop, chicken, or eggs and 

then immediately wash their hands with soap and water upon returning to the building? 6 CCR 
1010-6, section 6.7.4(C)(2)(e) 

 
While hand sanitizer is not an acceptable alternative to handwashing it is an effective tool that can 
be used temporarily until children and staff have access to running water and soap. 

 
G.    Hygiene 

 
1.  Do children wash their hands with soap and water prior to eating, after using the 

restroom, and at other times hands become contaminated? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 
6.7.6(A) 

 
Schools shall take active steps to ensure hands are washed before eating, after using the 
restrooms, and at any other time hands may become contaminated. Research has found that 
handwashing education and access to soap in schools can help improve attendance. More 
information on this can be found at https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/why- 
handwashing.html. 

 
2.  Are all handwashing sinks supplied with hot and cold running water between 90°F to 

120°F, soap, and paper towels? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.6(C) 
 

Warm water, soap, and paper towels are essential parts of adequate handwashing. Water 
at handwashing sinks accessible to children must never exceed 120°F due to the risk of 
burns and scalds. Sinks should be regularly monitored for these three items and resupplied 
immediately when necessary. Information on the proper hand washing procedure can be 
found at https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/show-me-the-science- handwashing.html 

 
3.  Is the use of hand sanitizer in place of handwashing limited to locations away from 

the building where there is no access to handwashing facilities? 6 CCR 1010-6, 
section 6.7.6(C) 

 
While hand sanitizer cannot replace handwashing within a school building it or other 
approved methods to clean hands must be used away from the building when there is no 
access to handwashing facilities. The hand sanitizer used should contain at least 60% 
alcohol. More information on the use of hand sanitizer can be found at 
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/show-me-the-science-hand-sanitizer.html. 
 
 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/why-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/why-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/show-me-the-science-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/show-me-the-science-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/show-me-the-science-hand-sanitizer.html
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H.     Disease Prevention 
 

1.  Do you have a surface sanitizer that is EPA registered and manufactured for the sanitization 
of commonly touched surfaces? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.6(E) 

 
Only products that are EPA registered may be used for the sanitization of commonly touched 
surfaces. The EPA registration process is essential to assuring that products are properly labeled with 
directions for appropriate use. This also prevents chemical manufacturers from making false claims. 
It is the responsibility of anyone using a chemical to read the labeled instructions on the product. 
Products must always be used according to the labeled instructions. Look for the EPA registration 
number and the instructions for use on all products. 

 

 
You may see several numbers on a label. You want to look for the EPA Reg. No. On this particular 
label the EPA Registration Number is first number listed and is 84745-4-86366. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will likely see a lot of information on the directions for use. You want to refer to the directions 
“To Sanitize” when sanitizing commonly touched surfaces such as desks, light switches etc. The 
directions must be followed, including whether or not children should be allowed to apply the 
chemical. 
 
If you do not find all of the information you are looking for on the label you can obtain the full EPA 
registration information at this site: http://npirspublic.ceris.purdue.edu/state/default.aspx. You 
can search by entering the EPA Registration Number, product name, manufacturer, or active 
ingredient. If you ever have questions about a specific product do not hesitate to contact CDPHE or 
your local health department. 
 
2.  Do you clean and sanitize commonly touched surfaces (desks, chairs, computer key boards 

etc.) a minimum of once per week? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.6(E) 
 
Sanitize means the application of a process or bactericidal treatment, registered with the U.S. 

EPA Reg No. 84745 -4-86366 
EPA Est. 72027-IL-01 (AA), 
37256-MS-01 (AB) 
37256-CA-01 (AC) 

ESL072415 REV072615 

Directions for Use: It is a violation of Federal Law to use this product in a manner 
inconsistent with its labeling. Not for cleaning or sanitizing skin. Do not use as a 
diaper wipe or personal cleansing. To Disinfect: Use to disinfect hard, nonporous 
surfaces. Wipe surfaces to be disinfected. Use enough wipes for treated surface to 
remain visibly wet for 4 minutes. To kill viruses let stand 15 seconds. Let surface  
dry. For highly soiled surfaces, clean excess dirt first. To Clean and Remove 
Allergens: Wipe surface clean with this product. Let air dry. To Sanitize: Use to 
sanitize/deodorize hard, nonporous non-food contact surfaces. Wipe surface. Use 
enough wipes for the treated surface to remain visibly wet for 10 seconds. Let 
surface dry. For highly soiled surfaces, clean excess dirt first. For surfaces that 
may come in contact with food, a potable water rinse is required.  This  product is 
not for use on dishes, glassware, or eating utensils. This product will not harm most 
surfaces, including acrylic, sealed fiberglass, sealed granite, finished hardwood and 
vinyl. Not recommended for use on unpainted wood and unfinished, unsealed 
unpainted waxed, oiled or worn surfaces. Test small area first. 

http://npirspublic.ceris.purdue.edu/state/default.aspx
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Environmental Protection Agency, for a period of time sufficient to reduce the bacterial count, 
including pathogens, to a safe level. Sanitizing commonly touched surfaces is important to control 
the spread of illnesses. During times of increased illness, or at the discretion of school health 
personnel, a stronger treatment or disinfectant meeting the approval criteria in Section 6.7.6(F)(1) 
may be used on these surfaces in place of a sanitizer. If a disinfectant is used on a table or other 
surface that is used for meals and snacks it must be washed, rinsed, and sanitized after disinfection. 
 
3.  Are personal items such as protective eye wear or headphones cleaned and sanitized 

between users if children are not supplied with their own? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.6(E) 
 
Shared personal items such as protective eye wear and headphones can spread germs between 
students if they are not properly sanitized between users. Sanitizing these items can be done with 
sanitizer solutions, wipes or UV light cabinets designed for sanitizing. Anytime these items are shared 
between users, they should be sanitized before use. 
 
4.  Do you have a disinfectant that is EPA registered and manufactured for the disinfection of 

surfaces contaminated with high hazard body fluids (vomit, feces, blood, other body fluids 
containing blood)? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.6(F) 

 
Just as with sanitizers, disinfectants must be EPA registered and have instructions for use for 
disinfecting. While not required, it is strongly recommended that disinfecting products be effective 
against norovirus. Norovirus is a highly contagious virus and billions of viral particles are found in the 
vomitus and feces of an affected person. In fact, 86% of outbreaks in schools in Colorado between 
2010 and 2017 were caused by norovirus. It only takes a small number of viral particles to make 
someone sick. When someone vomits or has a diarrheal accident, the virus particles can be found up 
to 25 feet from where the incident occurred, making it essential to disinfect a large area around the 
area immediately following an incident. A list of disinfectants effective against norovirus can be 
found at: https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-
04/documents/list_g_disinfectant_list_3_15_18.pdf. 
 
5.  Are surfaces contaminated with high hazard body fluids immediately cleaned and disinfected 

using an EPA registered disinfectant? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.6(F) 
 
Each school should have written procedures addressing the clean-up and disinfection of high hazard 
body fluids (blood, urine, vomitus, feces, fluids containing blood). 
Additionally, schools should have clean up kits in conveniently located in areas throughout the 
building. All staff should be trained on the appropriate protocol so they know their role even if it is 
to clear the area and call for assistance. Detailed clean up procedures can be found in the guidance 
Infectious Diseases in Child Care and School Settings. 

 

I.     Toileting Assistance and Bowel Hygiene 
 
1.  Please select an option below that best describes student toileting assistance and/or bowel 

hygiene care needs at the school: 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.7 
 
Option A. There are students that require toileting assistance and/or bowel hygiene care. If there 
are students that require toileting assistance and/or bowel hygiene care, please answer all questions 
in section 3.9, Toileting and Bowel Hygiene.  
Option B. There are not students that require toileting assistance and/or bowel hygiene care. If 
there are not students that require toileting assistance and/or bowel hygiene care, please skip to 
section 3.10, Building and Grounds. 
 
It is not uncommon to have students with special needs or medical conditions that require toileting 
assistance and/or bowel hygiene care. Feces especially can contain harmful bacteria, viruses, and 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-04/documents/list_g_disinfectant_list_3_15_18.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12NZoSBRjN5s4rFCNKaCu2RCzELeUT5nC/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12NZoSBRjN5s4rFCNKaCu2RCzELeUT5nC/view
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parasites that can make someone very ill if appropriate procedures are not followed. 
 
Please note: this question is informational only and does not indicate compliance. Schools that do 
not provide toileting assistance and bowel hygiene can skip to Section 3.10, Building and Grounds. 
 
2.  Is there a designated changing area away from food preparation, near a hand washing sink, 

and adjacent to an easily cleanable lined trash receptacle to dispose of waste that is 
inaccessible to students? 6 CCR 1010-6, sections 6.7.7(A)(1)(a-d) 

 
The location of a changing area is critical to prevent the spread of illness. The changing area must be 
large enough to accommodate the size of the child. It should never be near where food is prepared 
or stored. A handwashing sink must be nearby. Ideally, the handwashing sink should be adjacent or 
within arm’s reach of the changing area. A lined trash receptacle also needs to be stored near the 
area but inaccessible to children. Items unrelated to changing must never be stored in the changing 
area. 
 
3.  Please review section 6.7.7 (A)(3)(a-f) of the Colorado School Regulations. Does your 

diapering procedure follow these steps? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.7.7(A)(3)(a-f) 
 
The following procedure must be followed each time bowel or bladder hygiene is provided: 
 

1. Whenever bowel or bladder hygiene is conducted, individuals must wear a new pair of 
disposable gloves prior to beginning. 

2. The student must be cleaned wherever necessary. 
3. Soiled diapers/underwear and clothing must be replaced with clean diapers/underwear and 

clothing. 
4. Soiled cloths must be placed in a plastic bag for parents or guardians to take home. Soiled 

diapers must be placed in a covered, impervious plastic lined receptacle. 
5. The student’s hands must be washed. 
6. Any contaminated surface must be cleaned and disinfected. 
7. The staff member must then thoroughly wash his/her hands. 

 
It is strongly recommended that the people responsible for bowel/bladder hygiene do not handle 
food. 

 

J.    Buildings and Grounds 
 

1.  Does the school have an asbestos management plan available for review or 
documentation that the school has been constructed with non asbestos-containing 
materials? 6 CCR 1010-6, Section 6.8.1(E)(1) 

 
Asbestos is the name given to a number of naturally occurring minerals that have been 
mined for their useful properties such as thermal insulation, chemical and thermal stability, 
and high tensile strength. Asbestos is made up of microscopic bundles of fibers that may 
become airborne when disturbed. If these fibers get into the air, they can be inhaled into 
the lungs where they may cause significant health problems such as asbestosis, 
mesothelioma, and lung cancer. 

 
Asbestos-containing materials (ACM) in good condition should not pose a hazard to building 
occupants. If these materials can be maintained in good condition, it is recommended that 
they be left alone and periodic surveillance performed to monitor their condition. It is only 
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when ACM is disturbed or the materials become damaged that it becomes a hazard. When 
the materials become damaged, the fibers separate and may then become airborne. 

 
The asbestos management plan or documentation that the school has been constructed with 
non asbestos-containing materials must be available onsite at the school. 

 
More information about asbestos can be found at: 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/asbestos-general-information 

 
2.  Have all frequently occupied spaces (classrooms, offices, gymnasiums, cafeterias 

etc.) in contact with the ground and 10% of spaces on the second level been tested 
for radon? 6 CCR 1010-6, Section 6.8.1(E)(2) 

 
Radon is a radioactive gas which is formed by the breakdown of uranium in the soil. Radon 
enters buildings through small cracks in the foundation. Radon is the leading cause of lung 
cancer in non-smokers and accounts for 21,000 deaths annually. Colorado has higher levels 
of indoor radon than many other states. 

 
 
 

Schools must test for radon within 19 months of occupancy. Testing must follow the 
American Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists (AARST) Protocol for 
Conducting Measurements of Radon and Radon Decay Products in Schools and Large 
Buildings, 2015. While the regulations only require testing one time, it is recommended 
that testing be conducted every five years due to shifting building foundations and 
general wear and tear. 

 
All frequently occupied spaces in contact with the ground and 10% of rooms on upper 
levels, if applicable, are to be tested. Below you’ll find the areas of the school that do 
need to be tested and those that do not. 

 
Room/Area Test No Test 

Auditorium X  

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/asbestos-general-information
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Bathrooms/locker rooms  X 

Boiler room(unless used as an office)  X 

Break rooms/ teacher work rooms X  

Cafeteria/Gymnasium X  

Classrooms X  

Cleaning supply closet (unless used as an office)  X 

Conference rooms X  

Hallways  X 

Kitchen office X  

Kitchens  X 

Library/Media Center X  

Music practice rooms X  

Offices X  

Pool areas  X 

Security offices X  

Storage only rooms  X 

Temporary buildings X  

Vocational classrooms X  

 

Common mistakes that schools make when testing for radon: 
1. Testing when the school is closed for a break. Radon testing should always be 

conducted during normal operating times between November and April. 
2. Not following the required protocol. It is important to assure that all required spaces 

are tested. The protocol also requires the use of blanks and duplicates as well as 
conducting a percentage of tests on secondary levels. 

3. Not taking note of where each individual test kit is placed so that results can be 
easily matched up to the appropriate location. 

4. Having too much or too little communication. Having a communication plan when 
conducting radon testing is important to eliminate unnecessary fear from staff, 
children and parents. 

 
More technical information on testing and communication can be found at: 
https://environmentalrecords.colorado.gov/HPRMWebDrawerHM/Recordview/403347 

 

K.    Equipment and Supplies 
 

https://environmentalrecords.colorado.gov/HPRMWebDrawerHM/Recordview/403347
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1.  Is instructional, athletic, recreational and other equipment used in or out of the 
classroom maintained clean and in good repair? 6 CCR 1010-6, Section 6.10(A) 

 
Equipment must be maintained in good repair so it is easily cleanable and kept clean. Items 
that are not easily cleanable or regularly cleaned can harbor harmful viruses and bacteria 
that can cause illness. 

 
2.  Are body contact surfaces of gym equipment sanitized regularly and at least 

weekly? 6 CCR 1010-6, Section 6.10(C), 6.7.6(E) 
 

Body contact equipment includes items such as mats and weight room equipment. Ideally 
these surfaces should be sanitized after each use but no less than one time per week. The 
sanitizing solution used must meet the requirements in Section 6.7.6(E). A disinfectant 
meeting requirements in Section 6.7.6(F) may be used at the discretion of school 
personnel given that the product is appropriate for use on surfaces that have contact with 
skin and all manufacturer instructions are followed. 

 
3.  Is equipment used in physical therapy and/or special education cleaned and 

sanitized between each use? 6 CCR 1010-6, Section 6.10(D) 
 

The sanitizing solution used must meet the requirements in Section 6.7.6(E). A disinfectant 
meeting requirements in Section 6.7.6(F) may be used at the discretion of school personnel 
given that the product is appropriate for use on surfaces that have contact with skin and all 
manufacturer instructions are followed. If the surface is also used for eating or if the item 
might be placed in a child’s mouth then disinfecting must be followed with a wash, rinse, 
and sanitize step. 

 
4. Are clean clothing, athletic, instructional, and recreational equipment, clothing and 

supplies stored to promote easy cleaning and prevent health hazards? 6 CCR 1010-6, 
Section 6.10(E) 

 
Clean clothing, athletic, instruction, and recreation equipment should never be stored in 
bathrooms or other areas where they may become contaminated. 

 
5.  Are cleaning chemicals, equipment, and tools stored in a designated well ventilated 

area inaccessible to children? 6 CCR 1010-6, Section 6.10(G) 
 

Cleaning supplies and other hazardous items should always be stored inaccessible to 
children. Ventilation is important to avoid noxious odors. Ventilation is not required in areas 
where there are limited quantities of chemicals for daily use. In areas where 10 or more 
gallons of flammable substances are stored they must be stored in a flammable cabinet. 

 
6.  Are Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for cleaning and maintenance chemicals maintained in 

an area away from where the chemicals are stored? 6 CCR 1010-6, Section 6.10(F) 
 

Current Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for pesticides, toxic or hazardous cleaning and 
maintenance chemicals and materials shall be maintained and organized in an easily 
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searchable format (e.g., alphabetically filed). The documents must be easy to locate in the 
event of a spill or accidental exposure. A copy of the SDS shall be kept on file in a location 
away from the areas where the aforementioned chemicals are stored. It is recommended 
that schools keep SDS in a binder in the main office. Digital or other electronic versions of 
SDS may be approved at the discretion of the local fire authority. 

 
7.  Are sleeping facilities with easily cleanable cots or pads with washable or 

disposable covers provided where sleeping is permitted, such as the health office 
or kindergarten rooms? 6 CCR 1010-6, Section 6.10(H) 

 
All sleeping cots/mats/pads must be non-absorbent for easy cleaning and sanitizing or 
disinfecting. Covers may be washable or disposable and must be washed or changed 
between each child. 

 
8.  If laundry is provided onsite, does either the wash water or dryer reach 140°F? 

6 CCR 1010-6, Section 6.10(I) 
 

A temperature of at least 140°F must be reached in either the washing machine or dryer in 
order to properly sanitize laundry. To achieve this, the highest temperature setting should 
be selected for wash and dry cycles. If the washer and/or dryer has a sanitizing cycle this 
should be selected. The temperature should be verified periodically using a probe 
thermometer. For top loading machines, the water can be measured while the water is 
running with the washer door open. The dryer temperature can be verified by measuring the 
temperature of drying items with the same probe thermometer. 

L.   Health Services 
 

1.  Are all children in the school either up-to-date on their immunizations, documented as In-
process, or documented as exempt? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.13 (A) 

 
Schools are required to have an official Colorado Certificate of Immunization form, exemption form 
or written documentation of a student being In-Process on file for each enrolled student 
demonstrating that they are either up-to-date on their immunizations, In-process, or exempt. This 
requirement can be found in 6 CCR 1009-2, Rules Pertaining to the Infant Immunization Program, 
the Vaccines for Children Program, and the Immunization of Students Attending School: 
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/GenerateRulePdf.do?ruleVersionId=7698&fileName= 
6%20CCR%201009-2 
 
Official Colorado Certificates of Immunization and exemption forms may be maintained on file or 
accessed through the Colorado Immunization Information System (CIIS) 
https://ciis.state.co.us/ciis/Login.aspx . Immunization records on non-official forms are not 
acceptable and must be transferred on to the official form by the school or student’s medical 
provider. 
 
2.  Are basic first aid kits (containing unexpired gauze pads, rolled gauze, adhesive tape, cold 

pack, plastic bags, disposable gloves, band-aids, hand cleaner, small flashlight and extra 
batteries, scissors, and a blanket) kept conveniently located for emergency use? 6 CCR 1010-
6, section 6.13 (B) 

 
This list of required first aid equipment items is the minimum standard for health care rooms. Items 
should be inspected routinely and expired items discarded and replaced as needed. 

https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/GenerateRulePdf.do?ruleVersionId=7698&amp;fileName=6%20CCR%201009-2
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/GenerateRulePdf.do?ruleVersionId=7698&amp;fileName=6%20CCR%201009-2
https://ciis.state.co.us/ciis/Login.aspx
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3.  At all times during the school day and during school sponsored events, is there at least one 

person with a current certification in CPR and First Aid? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.13 (C) 
 
At least one school staff member with a current certification in Standard First Aid and Cardio 
Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) from a nationally recognized course must be on- site during the school 
day and any school-sponsored trips and events, including, but not limited to, off-site field trips (both 
single day and overnight trips), athletic events and races, plays, fundraisers, and other school social 
events. 
 
This requirement does not apply in situations specific to individual student activities such as, but not 
limited to, the following: 
 

• Students being transported by district buses to and from school; or 
• Students completing individual internships or other similar programs during school hours; or 
• Students completing classes at a university during school hours; or 
• Students volunteering and/or completing extra-credit outside of school hours, unless it is a 

school sponsored volunteer project involving more than one student; or 
• Student clubs or organizations where meetings are held off-site after school hours and a 

school staff member is not present. 
 
Nationally recognized training courses must meet current standards of the American Heart 
Association or American Red Cross. Training courses may be traditional classroom or blended 
online/classroom instruction and must include cognitive learning, hands-on practice and testing. 
Online-only courses do not meet the requirement. Students completing a blended instruction training 
course must complete the demonstration portion of the course with a certified instructor. 
 
Current certificates of completion or alternative documentation certifying completion of an 
approved CPR and First Aid kit must be maintained on file. 
 
4.  Is there a separate space in the school to care for ill or injured students? 6 CCR 1010-6, 

section 6.13 (E) 
 
A separate space or area of the school must be designated for use in providing care for persons who 
are ill, or suspected of having communicable diseases. This can include the health care room. 
 
5.  Is every health care room located within 50 feet of a bathroom and at least one cot provided 

for every 400 students? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.13 (F) 
 
Health care rooms must have an easily accessible restroom within 50 feet for use by students 
receiving care. A handwashing sink with hot and cold running water must be located inside of the 
restroom. Health care rooms must also have at least on cot provided for every 400 students. 
 
6.  Are cots and pillows cleaned and sanitized after each use? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.13(F) 
 
Cots and pillows used in the health care room shall have an easily cleanable, non- absorbent surface 
or cover and must be maintained in good repair. A sanitizer or disinfectant product approved in 
accordance with section 6.7.6 (E) and (F) must be applied in accordance with product labeling on the 
surfaces of the cot and pillow between uses. 
 
7.  Is a written all hazards plan for handling disasters, including large outbreaks, reviewed and 

tested periodically? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.13(L) 
 
Standardized protocols for basic emergency actions and plans for handling large scale outbreaks must 
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be addressed in a formal written plan. These plans must be reviewed and tested on a routine basis. 
 
The basic emergency actions should include procedures for: 

1. Lockdown 
2. Lockout (Secured Building) 
3. Shelter-in-Place (Includes Weather Shelter) 
4. Evacuation 
5. Release and Reunification 

 
Additional resources and templates for the development of emergency action plans are available 
here: 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cssrc/cssrc-tools-and-templates 
 
Plans to handle large scale outbreaks should include protocols that cover all phases of an outbreak 
including: preparedness before an outbreak, response during an outbreak, and recovery following an 
outbreak. Additional resources for the development of large scale outbreaks are available here: 
https://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/coloradoemergencyguidelinesforscho ols-2016-pdf 
 
8.  Are symptoms of communicable illnesses monitored for trends and suspected outbreaks 

reported to the health department? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.13(M) 
 
Illness caused by infectious diseases are a common occurrence in school settings. Common symptoms 
that could be related to an infectious disease include but are not limited to diarrhea, fever, cough, 
jaundice, headache, rash, stomach ache, and vomiting. 
 
Monitoring and understanding the baseline rate of illness within your school is important to 
determining what is normal. Elevated rates of illness may be the start of an outbreak. Contacting 
your local public health department for guidance immediately after noticing an unusual change in 
your baseline rate of illness is critical to help control and prevent the further spread of disease. It is 
important to also keep in mind that the start of some types of outbreaks can be even less noticeable 
initially, such as foodborne illness outbreaks which are defined as two or more persons ill with 
similar symptoms within a similar timeframe after ingesting the same food item. 
 
Outbreaks resulting from any cause must be reported to your local public health department 
immediately. 
 
Schools that participate in embryology units or that raise live poultry on-site must contact their local 
public department immediately if there are two or more gastrointestinal illnesses identified, within a 
similar timeframe, in children or staff who have contact with the eggs, incubators, brooding boxes, 
live poultry, or chicken coops. 
 
For additional information, see the guidance document: Infectious Diseases in Childcare and School 
Settings Guidelines for Child Care Providers, School Nurses, and Other Personnel: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12NZoSBRjN5s4rFCNKaCu2RCzELeUT5nC/view 

 
M.  Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) 

 
Please select an option below that best describes the availability of Automated External 
Defibrillators (AEDs) in the school: 
 
Option A. There is at least one AED available in the school. If you have an AED in the school, please 
answer all questions in section 3.13, Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs).  
Option B. There no AEDs available in the school. If you do not have an AED in the school, please skip 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cssrc/cssrc-tools-and-templates
https://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/coloradoemergencyguidelinesforschools-2016-pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/coloradoemergencyguidelinesforschools-2016-pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12NZoSBRjN5s4rFCNKaCu2RCzELeUT5nC/view
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to section 3.14, Laboratories and Storerooms – General. 
 
Please note: this question is informational only and does not indicate compliance. Schools without 
AED units are finished and can skip to section 3.14. 
 
1.  Are AEDs maintained and tested according to the manufacturer's operational guidelines and 

written records of maintenance maintained? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.13 (D) 
 
Regular testing and maintenance of AEDs in your school is critical to ensuring their proper operation 
if and when they are used. Refer to the specific guidance and testing frequency provided in the 
manufacturer’s operational manual or product literature to determine the proper procedure and 
frequency of testing. 
 
Document in writing all routine testing and maintenance performed on each device. Include the 
date, name and signature of the person who tested the device, and a description of the activity. 
Consider maintaining separate log sheets stored with or near each device and a central log sheet for 
all units. A digital copy can also be maintained but not in place of a written log. 
 
2.  Are the personnel that are authorized to use AEDs trained in CPR and AED through a course 

that meets nationally recognized standards? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.13 (D) 
 
Staff authorized to use AEDs must complete a certified training course in CPR and AED. Certified 
training courses must meet nationally recognized standards that conform to current American Heart 
Association or American Red Cross guidelines. Training courses may be traditional classroom or 
blended online/classroom instruction and must include cognitive learning, hands-on practice and 
testing. Online-only courses do not meet the requirement. Students completing a blended instruction 
training course must complete the demonstration portion of the course with a certified instructor. 
 
3.  Are written plans in place that are reviewed and approved by a licensed physician which 

cover the placement of AEDs, training of personnel, pre-planned coordination with the 
emergency medical services system, medical oversight, AED maintenance, identification of 
personnel authorized to use AEDs, and reporting of AED utilization? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.13 
(D) 

 
AED location(s), maintenance procedures, staff training and authorization, coordination with medical 
services, and medical oversight must all be addressed in a written plan that is reviewed and 
approved by a licensed physician. The plan must be reviewed routinely and updated as needed. 
Regularly scheduled staff training on the use of the AED must also be conducted in accordance with 
the plan. 
 
Additional information and available written AED plan templates are available here: 
https://cpr.heart.org/AHAECC/CPRAndECC/Programs/CPRInSchools/UCM_477994_Card iac-
Emergency-Response-Plan.jsp 

 
N.      Laboratories and Storerooms - General 
  
 Please note: Section 3.14-3.18 apply only to schools with science laboratories using laboratory grade 

chemicals. Most elementary schools do not use laboratory grade chemicals in science laboratories 
and the following questions will likely not apply.  

 
1.  Have you conducted an inventory of chemicals in your science laboratories and            

storeroom in the last 12 months? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.3(F) 
 

https://cpr.heart.org/AHAECC/CPRAndECC/Programs/CPRInSchools/UCM_477994_Cardiac-Emergency-Response-Plan.jsp
https://cpr.heart.org/AHAECC/CPRAndECC/Programs/CPRInSchools/UCM_477994_Cardiac-Emergency-Response-Plan.jsp
https://cpr.heart.org/AHAECC/CPRAndECC/Programs/CPRInSchools/UCM_477994_Cardiac-Emergency-Response-Plan.jsp
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Having an accurate and up-to-date chemical inventory is fundamental to properly manage chemicals 
and control hazards. All chemicals, solvents, and hazardous substances must be inventoried by the 
school a minimum of once a year. When inventorying chemicals, be sure to identify prohibited and 
restricted chemicals, assess which chemicals are not used and should be disposed of, and ensure 
that chemicals have not deteriorated.  The inventory should include all chemicals, compounds, 
products and wastes that are used in science activities and stored in your storeroom. 
 

Plan before you start. You should not work alone unless you are competent and your inventory is 
in good shape. Do not involve students unless they are fully supervised and their actions 
structured and controlled. Always wear appropriate personal protective equipment. 
 

Old chemicals may be unstable. Some chemicals form explosive compounds as 
they age. If in doubt, call for help. 
 
The inventory must include: 
• name of the compound; 
• amount of the chemical;  
• identification of restricted or prohibited chemicals; and 
• date the chemical entered the school. 
 
Other recommended information includes: 
• the materials CAS number; 
• the manufacturer’s name; 
• the size and type of container; 
• characterization of the contents (i.e., percent solid/liquid, presence of crystals); 
• shelf life characterization; 
• storage location; 
• compatible family designations; and 
 

2.  Are hard copies of the inventory maintained with one copy in the storeroom and one 
copy at a location away from the storeroom (e.g. Front office)? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 
6.12.3(F) 

 
A copy of the inventory should be kept in the storeroom, available for reference. A copy must be 
kept on file in a location away from the areas where the materials are stored such as the front office. 
This remote copy allows emergency response team’s access to the inventory in case of a fire, 
explosion, or release at the storeroom. A copy of the inventory shall be provided to the local fire 
department and local emergency planning committee upon request.  

 
3.  Have you labeled all your laboratory chemicals properly? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.3(B) 

 
Whenever feasible, store chemicals in the containers in which they were received and retain the 
vendor’s labels. Containers of chemicals, poisons, corrosive substances and flammable liquids must 
be clearly labeled with: 
•         chemical name; 
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•         original quantity of the material;  
•         the date the material entered the school; and 
•         restricted chemicals should be labeled “restricted” or otherwise identified. 
 
Other label information should include: 
• necessary handling and hazard information; and 
• shelf life (or expiration date). 
 
Secondary containers and/or prepared solutions intended for storage must have labels that include: 
• chemical name; 
• concentration; 
• if applicable, the formula (including solvent); 
• date of preparation; and 
• disposal date. 
 
Other secondary container labeling information should include: 
• necessary handling and hazard information; 
• name of the person who prepared the solution; 
 
When chemicals are spent, expired, or no longer used, they become waste. Colorado Hazardous 
Waste Regulations recommend that containers that contain hazardous waste be labeled with the 
words “hazardous waste”. 
 
When hazardous wastes are offered for shipment through a registered hazardous waste transport 
company, Department of Transportation labeling requirements must also be followed. Your 
hazardous waste transport company usually handles these naming requirements for you. 

 
4.  Have you organized required Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) in an easy-to-use manner and in a          

location known to personnel? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.1(C) 
 

SDSs contain information on a chemical’s physical data (melting point, boiling point, flash point, 
etc.), toxicity, health effects, first aid, reactivity, and compatibility. An SDS will also contain 
information of proper disposal, personal protective equipment (PPE), and spill-handling 
procedures. 

 
Ensure that all required safety controls as outlined in the SDS such as using mechanical ventilation 
and PPE are available and implemented before using the chemical. Information regarding chemical 
safety measures can be found primarily in Section 8 of the SDS: “Exposure Controls, Personal 
Protection”. Do not use a hazardous chemical unless all safety measures as directed by the SDS can 
be followed. 

 
A current SDS must be maintained and accessible onsite for all poisonous, toxic, and hazardous 
substances. SDSs are intended to provide school personnel and emergency personnel with 
procedures for handling and disposing of a substance in a safe manner.  

 
The collection of SDSs for all chemicals used in the classroom should be provided in an organized 
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and easily searchable format (e.g., alphabetically filed). Using alphabetical index tabs is 
recommended as a convenient way to ensure that SDSs can be found quickly in the event of an 
emergency. They are only useful if they are up-to-date and readily available for those who use 
them. 

 
Printed copies of SDSs should also be kept on file in a location away from chemical storage (the front 
office, for example). Digital or electronic versions of SDSs may be approved only at the discretion of 
the local fire authority. Documentation evidencing approval for electronic maintenance of SDSs must 
also be kept on file for review.   

 
To obtain a copy of a SDS, contact the chemical manufacturer or visit their website. Many SDSs can 
also be found online at websites such as Siri MSDS Index. Links to online resources are included 
below: 

• Siri MSDS Index (http://hazard.com/msds/) 

5.  Have you ensured that chemicals in your laboratories are not stored with incompatible 
chemicals or in potentially incompatible configurations? 6 CCR 1010-6, sections 6.12.1(D) and 
6.12.3(A) 

 
Some chemicals in a laboratory setting are incompatible with each other, and undergo potentially 
dangerous chemical reactions when mixed. Incompatible chemical reactions may cause an 
imminent threat to health and safety through an explosion, fire, or formation of toxic materials. 
Common incompatible storage scenarios include storing bases next to acids, or flammable 
materials next to oxidizers. 
 
All chemicals and hazardous wastes in your laboratory and storeroom must be separated by reactive 
groups. Chemical storage shelves should be labeled with the name of the group. Information on 
reactivity and compatibility issues can be found on a chemical’s SDS, and may also be labeled on 
the chemicals container.  

 
6.  Have you specifically addressed all restricted chemicals in the school’s Chemical   Hygiene 

Plan and limited amounts to the allowed quantities where specified? 6 CCR 1010-6, 
sections 6.12.3(D), 6.12.3(E), and 6.12.1(E) 

 
Restricted chemicals are those chemicals in schools with a hazardous nature, but that may have 
potential educational utility. Restricted chemicals are restricted by use, and/or specific quantities. 
If a chemical is restricted by a specific quantity, the chemical name will be followed by the 
maximum allowed amount in parentheses. The quantity of all restricted chemicals must be 
limited to an amount that can be used within one calendar year from the date of purchase 
unless otherwise approved through a variance. Safer and less hazardous alternatives should be 
purchased and used in place of restricted chemicals whenever feasible. 
 

Chemicals listed as “Demonstration use only” are a subclass in the restricted chemical list that 
are limited to instructor demonstration. Students may not participate in the handling or 
preparation of restricted chemicals as part of a demonstration. 
 
Restricted chemicals are listed in the Rules and Regulations Governing Schools in the State of 

http://hazard.com/msds/
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Colorado and are also available here: https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/schools-variances 
 
The risk associated with the use of restricted chemicals in school laboratories is greatly reduced 
when effective restricted chemical management practices are implemented including plans for 
procurement, storage, handling, disposal, and spill response. These chemical management practices 
must be specifically addressed in the Chemical Hygiene Plan (CHP) for all restricted chemicals 
present in the school.   
 
A chemical hygiene plan is a document that explains the policies and procedures that will promote 
the safe operation of the school laboratory. The plan provides specific laboratory practices 
designed to minimize the exposure of employees and students to hazardous substances.  
 
To address the specific restricted chemical management practices described above, it is 
recommended that Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) be prepared for restricted chemicals and 
included within the CHP. An individual SOP is not required for every restricted chemical used; SOPs 
can be written in a comprehensive manner that encompasses the same hazards. For example, if a 
procedure in the lab requires the use of acetone and ethyl acetate, both of which are restricted 
flammable liquids, one SOP on flammable liquids can be created rather than a separate SOP for both 
acetone and ethyl acetate.  

 
7.  Have you ensured that there are no chemicals in your laboratories on the prohibited  

chemicals list? 6 CCR 1010-6, sections 6.12.3(C) and 6.12.1(F) 
 

Prohibited chemicals are those chemicals that pose an inherent, immediate and potentially life 
threatening risk to students and staff due to their toxicity or other chemical properties. These 
chemicals are prohibited from use and/or storage at the school and the school is prohibited from 
purchasing or accepting donations of such chemicals. 
 
Prohibited chemicals are listed in the Rules and Regulations Governing Schools in the State of 
Colorado and are also available here: https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/colorado-health-
safety-regulations-schools 
 
Prohibited chemicals stored onsite at a school are considered wastes because the school is 
prohibited from using and storing them. Schools must therefore make a hazardous waste 
determination on these chemicals to determine if they fall under the Colorado Hazardous Waste 
Regulations.  Not all prohibited chemicals meet the criteria of hazardous wastes. In addition, many 
wastes not found on the prohibited list do meet hazardous waste criteria. It is your school’s 
responsibility to identify what wastes are hazardous. 
 
A waste can be considered hazardous waste if it meets certain physical characteristics such as 
ignitibility or corrosivity, or if it is listed in hazardous waste regulations. For more information on 
how to identify hazardous waste, visit the hazardous waste division’s website at: 
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/hm 
 
The Colorado Hazardous Waste Regulations lay out the requirements for hazardous waste 
management and disposal in 6 CCR 1007-3, Parts 99, 100, and Parts 262 through 279. The specific 
requirements that pertain to a generator of hazardous waste are based on the amount of hazardous 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/schools-variances
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/colorado-health-safety-regulations-schools
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/colorado-health-safety-regulations-schools
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/hm
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waste generated monthly or stored onsite. Most, if not all, schools will fall under the status of 
conditionally exempt small quantity generator as long as they generate less than 100 kg of 
hazardous waste and less than 1 kg of acutely hazardous waste each month. 
 
Per hazardous waste regulations, at a minimum, schools MUST: 
1) make a hazardous waste determination on all wastes; 
2) properly dispose of hazardous waste at a permitted facility (no on-site disposal of 

hazardous waste and no disposal of hazardous waste in the trash); and 
3) maintain and operate laboratory and storerooms in a manner that minimizes the possibility of 

a release, fire, or explosion. 
 

Best management practices for hazardous wastes in schools include: 
• labeling containers with the words “hazardous waste”; 
• keeping containers closed; 
• maintain containers in good condition; 
• separating incompatible wastes; 
• following emergency preparedness precautions including naming an emergency coordinator; 
• posting emergency contact information; and 
• training staff that manage hazardous waste on their responsibilities. 

 
Hazardous wastes can be picked up and transported to a hazardous waste landfill by a registered 
(“notified”) hazardous waste transporter. You may also check with your local household hazardous 
waste program to see if they are able to accept hazardous waste from schools. 
 
Beyond the hazardous waste requirements for handling the waste onsite, additional requirements 
usually apply to hazardous waste transportation.  These include the use of a hazardous waste 
manifest, and Department of Transportation container requirements and placarding. Your 
registered hazardous waste transporter is familiar with these requirements and should ensure the 
waste is shipped in accordance with the requirements. 
 
As standard practice, the division will consider all prohibited chemicals stored onsite to be waste. 
An exception may be allowed if a school arranges for the prohibited chemical to be accepted by 
another facility for its intended purpose. The prohibited chemical will then be viewed as a 
product and not a waste. To meet this exclusion, the school must have an arrangement in place 
with the receiving facility for the timely removal of the chemical from the school. The school 
must demonstrate the arrangement through appropriate documentation. 

 
8.   If prohibited chemicals are present, are they labeled “Not for Use” or clearly    marked 

to ensure they won’t be utilized prior to proper disposal? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.3(C) 
 

Prohibited chemicals should be labeled “Not for Use” or clearly marked to ensure they won’t be 
used. If these chemicals meet the criteria for a hazardous waste they should also be labeled 
“hazardous waste.” 
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9.   Have you ensured that chemicals in your laboratories are not stored in inappropriate,  
damaged, leaking, cracked, or corroded containers? 6CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.3(A) and 
6.12.3(H) 

 
Chemicals must be stored in appropriate laboratory grade containers that are in good condition, 
not leaking, and that are compatible with the contents of the container. The use of household 
containers such as plastic milk and soda bottles to store chemicals is strictly prohibited. 
Chemicals stored inappropriately in damaged, leaking, or incompatible containers that are still in 
use at the school should be transferred immediately to structurally sound and compatible 
containers as outlined in the school’s Chemical Hygiene Plan.  
 
Chemicals stored in containers that are damaged, leaking, cracked, or corroded may be considered 
waste and potentially subject to the Colorado Hazardous Waste Regulations. 

 
10.  Have you ensured that none of the chemicals in your laboratories are past the useful  

shelf life or expiration date marked on the container label? 6CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.1(A) 
 

Chemicals that are past the manufacturer’s expiration date may become unstable, and are 
considered waste and subject to hazardous waste regulations.  
 
If you identify a chemical stored past its expiration date, begin managing the material as a 
waste as outlined in the school’s Chemical Hygiene Plan.  
 
The chemical manufacturer or supplier should provide you with information on the product shelf 
life. Chemicals with a poor shelf life may degrade quickly and no longer be useful for their original 
purpose and should be properly disposed of within one year of purchase. 
 
In general, schools should use the following guidelines for shelf life determination: 
 

Shelf Life 
 

Timeframe 
Poor Less than one 

 Fair 1 to 3 years 
Good 3 to 5 years 
Excellent Greater than 5 

  

By incorporating shelf-life characterization into the school chemical inventory, schools can better 
track chemicals with poor shelf life and dispose of them accordingly. 
 

11. Have you ensured that chemicals in your laboratories are not partially or wholly 
crystallized, solidified, or otherwise changed physically or chemically? 6CCR 1010-6, 
section 6.12.1(F) 

 
Certain lab chemicals that have crystallized, solidified, or otherwise changed physically or 
chemically can be unstable, and form explosive compounds. For example, certain prohibited 
chemicals including dioxane, ether, tetrahydrofuran, and vinyl chloride, among others, may form 
explosive peroxides as they age. Exposure to air is necessary to form peroxides, so head space 
within a container should be minimized. 
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Chemicals that have crystallized, solidified, or otherwise changed physically or chemically such that 
the chemicals can no longer be used for their original purpose are considered a waste. As such, 
schools should begin managing the material as a waste as outlined in the school’s Chemical Hygiene 
Plan. Schools must determine whether or not the waste meets the criteria of a hazardous waste. If 
hazardous wastes are identified follow the requirements for your generator status found in the 
Colorado Hazardous Waste Regulations. Chemical disposal or removal may create an imminent 
danger and/or health hazard and should be done only by appropriately trained staff or 
professionals. 
 

12. Have you ensured that no chemicals are present in your laboratories in amounts that 
cannot be used in a timely manner, or that are no longer needed, or no longer used? 
6CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.1(A) and 6.12.1(F) 

 
All chemicals stored in amounts that cannot be used within their shelf life, or that are no longer 
used or needed are considered wastes.  A hazardous waste determination must be and if 
hazardous, the chemical must be managed under the requirements found in the Colorado 
Hazardous Waste Regulations. 
 
Conducting the required yearly chemical inventories, maintaining the school chemical hygiene plan, 
and avoiding bulk chemical purchases will help your school from having overstocked, unwanted, or 
unused chemical in your storerooms. 

 
13. Have you ensured that no restricted chemicals in your laboratories are present in amounts 

that cannot be used within one calendar year from the date of purchase? 6CCR 1010-6, section 
6.12.3(D) 

 
Restricted chemicals are those chemicals in schools with a hazardous nature, but that may have 
potential educational utility. Restricted chemicals are restricted by use, and/or specific quantities. 
If a chemical is restricted by a specific quantity, the chemical name will be followed by the 
maximum allowed amount in parentheses. The quantity of all restricted chemicals must be 
limited to an amount that can be used within one calendar year from the date of purchase 
unless otherwise approved through a variance. Safer and less hazardous alternatives should be 
purchased and used in place of restricted chemicals whenever feasible. 
 

Chemicals listed as “Demonstration use only” are a subclass in the restricted chemical list that 
are limited to instructor demonstration. Students may not participate in the handling or 
preparation of restricted chemicals as part of a demonstration. 

 
14. Have you ensured that there are no other chemicals stored or configured in any manner 

that may present a risk to human health or the environment? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 
6.12.1(A), 6.12.1(D), and 6.12.3(A) 

 
All chemicals and materials associated with the laboratory program must be stored in a manner that 
minimizes the possibility of a fire, explosion, or any unplanned release that may present a risk to 
human health or the environment. In general, the following guidelines should be followed: 
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•    Chemicals should be stored in a well ventilated room and out of direct sunlight. 

•    Storage shelves should be secured to the wall or permanent structure and not overcrowded. 

•    Care should be taken so that chemicals are stored off the floor but below eye level. 

•    If metal shelving clips and brackets are used, they should be inspected for signs of corrosion. 
 Corrosion could be a sign of poor ventilation in the storage area. Even as little as one air change   
per hour can help reduce corrosion although it is recommended that ventilation in the chemical 
storage area provide a minimum of 4 air changes per hour. 

 
Other chemicals or materials that present potential hazards include cleaning or solvent solutions; 
combustible gases such as methane; liquid propane or butane; and compressed gases such as oxygen. 
These materials must be stored in a safe manner in containers that are in good condition and 
compatible with the contents and away from other incompatible materials. Ensure that all gas 
cylinders are securely fastened and upright. 

 
O.      Flammables and Corrosives 

 
1.  Does each classroom, storeroom, and/or vocational area that stores 10 gallons or more of  

flammable chemicals have an appropriate flammables cabinet? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.1(D) 
 

Flammable cabinets are required if the school has more than 10 gallons (38.75 L) of flammable or 
combustible materials within a given room or area. The flammables cabinet should have appropriate 
labeling indicating it meets NFPA Standard 30 and indicate the maximum amount of chemicals, in 
gallons, that can be stored in the cabinet. 

 
2.  Are acids and other corrosive chemicals stored in an appropriate corrosives cabinet? 6    CCR 

1010-6, section 6.12.1(D) and 6.12.3(A) 
 

Corrosive chemicals should be stored in a dedicated corrosive chemicals cabinet with an interior 
made of corrosion-resistant material. Containers of corrosive chemicals must be stored so that any 
spills or leaks will be contained and isolated from other chemicals. If a wood corrosives cabinet is 
used, the shelves must be lined with polypropylene. If metal corrosive cabinets are used, the 
cabinet should be in good condition and free from signs of rusting/oxidizing. 
 
Storing acids and bases together in one corrosives cabinet is acceptable if they are physically 
separated on different shelves or isolated from one another. Bottles may become covered with 
ammonium chloride from hydrochloric acid and ammonia fumes. 
 
Nitric acid should be stored separately from acetic acid. Acetic acid is both a corrosive and 
flammable liquid. Nitric acid is a corrosive and a strong oxidizer. When nitric acid and acetic acid are 
combined, a flash fire will sometimes erupt. Some cabinets have a separate plastic compartment to 
store nitric acid. 
 

P.       Chemical Hygiene Plan and Laboratory Procedures 
 

1.  Does the school have a written and complete chemical hygiene plan in place? 6 CCR 1010-6, 
section 6.12.1(E) 
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 A chemical hygiene plan (CHP) is a written program that promotes the safe management of chemicals 
for students and staff and promotes a culture of safety within the school. The CHP describes all the 
following:  

• Procedures for general laboratory safety 
• Chemical management (including procurement, storage, handling, and disposal) 
• Spill response, and  
• Procedures for the operation and testing of laboratory chemical hoods and other emergency and 

safety equipment 
 

A template and further guidance for the development of a chemical hygiene plan can be accessed 
here: https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/schools 

  
2.  Is glassware designed for its intended use, in good condition and handled and stored in a safe 

manner? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.3(I) 
 

All chemicals should be stored in appropriate laboratory grade containers. Transfer of chemicals to 
containers other than appropriately designed glassware is prohibited and can cause spills if chemicals 
erode the container. The use of household containers such as plastic milk and soda bottles to store 
chemicals is strictly prohibited. Periodically inspect glassware for cracks, chips and defects, 
replacing when necessary to avoid leaks and spills. 
 

Q.      Ventilation and Fume Hood Use and Design 
 

1.  Are the rooms where chemicals are stored actively ventilated? 6 CCR 1010-6, section  6.12.4(A) 
 

All areas shall be adequately ventilated so that exposures to hazardous or toxic materials are 
maintained at a safe level. An open window or non-mechanical venting is considered passive 
ventilation, which is not acceptable. 
 
Ensure that the ventilation system for the storeroom is not tied in with the rest of the school’s 
ventilation system as this can result in chemical vapors being distributed into other areas of the 
school. Because most organic vapors are heavier than air, the air should be ventilated by drawing it 
from the floor level. A minimum of four air changes per hour is recommended. 

 
2.  Are fume hoods used for experiments, solution preparations and demonstrations that 

produce hazardous, toxic or noxious gases, mists vapors or dusts? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 
6.12.4(C) 

 
Sufficient fume hood capacity ventilation shall be provided and shall be used for any activity 
producing hazardous toxic or noxious gases, mists, vapors or dusts. The school chemical hygiene plan 
should describe when and for what purposes the fume hood should be used. 

 

https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/schools
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3.  Are fume hoods tested for a minimum face velocity of 100 feet/minute, with test 
results documented appropriately on an annual basis using a recognized standard 
method? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.4(C) 

 
Laboratory fume hoods are designed to protect laboratory personnel by preventing contaminants, 
such as chemical vapors, dusts, mists and fumes, from escaping into the laboratory environment. 
Face velocity is the rate of flow of air moving into the laboratory hood entrance, usually expressed in 
feet per minute (fpm). A minimum face velocity of 100 fpm and a maximum of 120 fpm for general 
laboratory hoods must be provided. 
 
All hoods should have documentation of annual testing and a sticker designating the maximum safe 
sash height that achieves a face velocity of 100 fpm. 
 
It is important to remember that face velocity is not the only factor contributing to hood 
performance. Work practices and make-up air also affect performance. The following are best work 
practices for safe fume hood use: 
 
• Conduct all operations that generate irritating or hazardous air contaminants inside a fume 
   hood. Substitute less hazardous materials when possible. 
• Minimize sources of turbulence at the hood face (e.g. foot traffic, equipment, fans, 
  moving arms in and out). 

• Do not store chemicals or apparatus in the hood. Store hazardous chemicals in an 
   approved safety cabinet. 
• When working with open chemicals, reduce the sash as much as possible to maximize 
  hood performance. 
• Keep all apparatus and chemicals at least 6 inches back from the front face of the hood. 
• Do not use the hood as a waste disposal method (e.g. to volatilize chemicals). 
• Keep the sash closed completely when the fume hood is not in use. 

 
4.  Do fume hoods exhaust directly to the outside and at least 10 feet away from air 

intakes or building openings? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.4(C) 
 

Laboratory fume hoods serve to control exposure to toxic, offensive or flammable vapors, gases and 
aerosols. Sufficient fume hood capacity ventilation shall be provided and shall be used for any 
activity producing hazardous, toxic, or noxious gases, mists, vapors, or dusts. Hoods must exhaust 
directly to the outside and be located a minimum of 10 feet from any building air intakes or 
building openings. 
 

R.  Safety Equipment 
 

1.  If corrosive, toxic, or hazardous chemicals are in use, are appropriately designed and   
accessible  eyewash and shower stations installed? 6 CCR 1010-6, sections 6.12.2(E) and 
6.12.2(F)  

 
An easily accessible operational eye wash fountain that meets the ANSI Z358.1-2009 Standard must 
be provided in each laboratory or other areas where corrosives or irritating chemicals are used. The 
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eye wash fountain shall be clean and provide a continual hands-free flow of water. The use of 
portable eye wash bottles is not permitted. A highly visible sign must mark the eye wash fountain 
location. 
 
An easily accessible operational safety shower that meets the ANSI Z358.1-2009 Standard, capable of 
providing continuous flowing water, shall be provided for each laboratory or other areas where 
corrosive or irritating chemicals are used. The safety shower may be centrally located so as to serve 
more than one area if doors are not locked, and convenient prompt access is available. A highly 
visible sign must mark the safety shower location. 
 
Safety showers and eyewash fountains must be easily accessible. Easily accessible means no more 
than 55 feet from storage or use of corrosive or irritating hazardous chemicals so that it can be 
reached with impaired vision within 10 seconds or less. 

 

 
 
 

2.  Are eyewash and shower stations tested annually with test results appropriately documented? 
6 CCR 1010-6, sections 6.12.2(E), 6.12.2(F), and 6.12.2(J) 

 
Eye wash fountains must be tested on an annual basis and documented with the date, initials of the 
staff member conducting the test and test results. 
 
To test the eye station: 
 
1. Visually inspect the unit, looking for damage and ensuring that the protective nozzle covers are 

still in place and functioning correctly. Covers protect the nozzles from dust and other 
contaminants but should be fitted in such a way as to not require a separate movement to 
remove them when the eye wash is activated. 

 
2. Test the valve actuation: it should open in one second or less and stay on without being held. 
 
3. Ensure that flushing to both eyes can be provided simultaneously. 
 



31  

 

4. Measure the flow with a flow meter or use a 1-gallon container. The eyewash should fill a 1 
gallon container in 2.5 minutes or less. The flowmeter should show at least 0.4 gallons per 
minute (gpm). 

 
It is also recommended that the eye wash is flushed until the water runs clean on a monthly basis to 
relieve the unit of any rust or pipe build-up. 
 
Safety showers must be tested on an annual basis and documented with the date, initials of the staff 
member conducting the test and test results. 
 
To test safety showers: 
 
1.   Visually inspect pipes for leaks and damage. Ensure that the unit is free of any obstructions. 
 
2.   Open the valve fully and verify that it stays open without the use of hands. 
 
3.   Measure the flow rate. Showers must deliver a minimum of 20 gpm flow. This can be 

accomplished by using a five-gallon container (with a mark at the three gallon level) and a 
curtain to channel the flow into the container. After activation, the level on the container 
should be reached within 9 seconds or less. 

 
3.  When open flames are used, are appropriate fire blankets provided and accessible? 6 CCR   

1010-6, section 6.12.2(C) 
 

An easily accessible fire blanket must be provided in each laboratory or other area where an open 
flame is used. The fire blanket must be approved by NFPA 45 (Fire retardant treated 100% wool 
blanket). Any asbestos fire blankets need to be replaced. 

 
4.  Are extinguishers appropriate for the types of chemicals used and located in each laboratory? 

6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.2(I) 
 

Extinguishers are required in all laboratories per NFPA 45 Fire Protection for Laboratories Using 
Chemicals. Dry chemical Class ABC extinguishers are recommended for laboratory use. In addition, if 
combustible metals (Mg, Na, K) are present, laboratories must have a Class D extinguisher as well. 

 
5.  Are extinguishers inspected annually with results documented? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.2(J) 

 
On an annual basis, schools should inspect extinguishers to ensure: 
 
•    extinguishers are in their designated places; 
•    there are no obstructions to access or visibility; 
•    safety seals are not broken or missing; 
•    there is no evidence of physical damage, corrosion, leakage or clogged nozzle; 
•    pressure gauge readings are in the proper range or position; 
•    operating instructions are legible and facing outward; 
•    extinguisher appears full – confirmed by weighing or lifting; and 
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•    required maintenance and recharging of extinguisher is completed on-time. 
 
Inspection documentation should include 
•    name of person conducting the inspection; 
•    date; and 
•    result of inspection. 

 
6.  When corrosive, toxic or hazardous chemicals are in use, is appropriate protective eyewear 

used? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.2(B) 
 

Eye protection that meets the American National Standards Institute's Practice for Occupational 
and Face Protection, ANSI Z87.1-2010 Standard must be worn by all students participating in, 
observing, or in close proximity to any experiment or activity which could result in eye injury 

 
7.  Is protective eyewear clean and sanitized if shared among multiple users? 6 CCR 1010-6,   

section 6.12.2(B) 
 

Eye protection glasses, goggles, face shields, and similar eye protection devices shall be issued clean 
and properly sanitized and stored in a protected place. 
 
If eyewear is shared and a UV light cabinet is used to sanitize eyewear, check to ensure that the 
bulbs function and that the cabinet is used in accordance with the instructions. UV lamps are 
designed to provide light energy of a certain wavelength. As they operate, they slowly lose their 
effectiveness. Therefore, schools should track the usage and replace the bulb once the lamp 
reaches the number of hours specified by the manufacturer. 
 
Alcohol wipes or spray is also acceptable for sanitizing eyewear. 
 
8.  Are classrooms using Bunsen burners or other equipment supplied with gas, equipped with 

emergency shut-off switches that are readily available, accessible and labeled for high 
visibility? 6 CCR 1010-6, section 6.12.2(G) 

 
 A master gas control valve (MGCV), is required on gas supply lines to science laboratories. The MGCV 
shall stop the flow of gas to all appliances/ equipment located in the room and must function as a 
manually operated emergency gas shut-off. One MGCV shall be provided for each room and made 
easily accessible. Electric shut-off switches shall be provided in areas where power equipment is 
used. Master gas valves and electric shut-off switches shall be labeled for high visibility and tested 
annually with documentation available upon request.  
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9.  Are emergency shut-off switches tested with results documented annually? 6 CCR 1010-6, 
sections 6.12.2(G) and 6.12.2(J) 

 
Emergency shut off switches including master gas valves and electrical shut off switches must be 
tested on an annual basis and the test results documented. Documentation may consist of a tag 
connected to the shut off switch that shows the date the test was conducted, the name of the person 
conducting the test, and the test results. A passing result is defined as a valve or switch that, when 
activated, immediately ceases to supply power or gas to connected equipment. 
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